4                                       Preface.

almost as common an expression now as it was two thousand years
ago; and we still talk of " chimerical" expectations, describe a
man as " tantalised," and use the Sphinx as the symbol of the
mysterious.

The present work, translated from the German of 0. Seemann,
seems well adapted to convey a knowledge of these myths. It
is illustrated with cuts after some of the masterpieces of ancient
and modern art. Particular attention has been paid to this
branch of the subject, and the principal works of art in each
case are mentioned.

The distinction between Greek and Eoman deities and heroes
lus oeen preserved, but the conventional spelling has been
retained. A full index is appended, in which tho quantities of
the vowels are carefully marked.

